The Care and Employment of the Tuberculous Patient
segregated and treated in an institution, but for obvious reasons
this at present is impracticable. Special supervision must, there/
fore, be directed in the case of domiciliary patients so the efficient
carrying/out of preventive measures. The tuberculous patient in
his home requires constant encouragement to persevere in carrying
out preventive measures, and it is to the health visitor and tuber/
culosis nurse to whom we must look for that measure of home
control and personal contact with the patient which is so essential
to successful prophylaxis.
To assist in the efficient care of the patient in his home ancillary
provision is necessary. Adequate food and clothing, especially
bedclothes, alteration in the structure of windows, and the pro/
vision of better housing conditions are necessary. Most important
of all is the question of food, as is shown by the rapidity with
which weight is frequently lost after sanatorium treatment has
been discontinued. Where the income of the family is insufficient
to provide an amount of food adequate for the needs of the patient,
and for the protection of the members of the family, some assistance
in money or in kind must be given. Mark Fraser emphasizes
the practical value of a pension scheme for persons suffering from
pulmonary tuberculosis writh positive sputum. Under the scheme
the pensioner would be required (a) to submit to regular medical
examination, (i) to undergo such treatment as might be con/
sidered necessary, (c) to conform to a mode of life which would
eliminate as far as possible all risk of infection to others, and
(d) to allow his children to be periodically examined.
Whatever method be adopted to assist tuberculous patients,
chief consideration should be given to the question of food, not
only from the patient's point of view, but in relation to the
resistive capacity of the members of his family. It is for this reason
that family food tickets would be of greater practical value than
financial assistance, as this would secure, without any possibility
of doubt, that the food available in the home was being augmented
by a known additional amount.
EMPLOYMENT. With few exceptions an individual who
has or has had a positive sputum must be regarded as a damaged
life with an impaired capacity for work under normal conditions.
Bashford and Scott have investigated the after/history as regards
capacity for work of 3,75 5 cases of pulmonary tuberculosis. They
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